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Independent Risk Assessment – Upper Reaches of the Tidal Thames

The ARA are in a position to assist the Thames Rowing Council demonstrate to the risk assessors that improved control and education and training can be achieved through the implementation of several initiatives. It is also important that the TRC has the support of the ARA and that they are working together to reduce rowing risks on the Tideway.

Boat Identification. 

· This could be introduced nationally and piloted on the Thames.

· There is a national dimension due to the number of visiting clubs who would have to comply.

· There is already an agreed three letter code in place (see ARA website) and this could be   placed on the saxboard together with a number relating to the club fleet. 

· Private craft owners would also be included as members of a club.

· Coaching/safety launches would also be included.

· Clubs are responsible for the education, training and conduct of their members and any discipline measures are through the club.

· This is an identification scheme not a registration scheme.

· Being easily identified 

Discipline & Grievance Procedure
· This procedure is already in place having been agreed by the ARA Council

· The Region has the power to discipline clubs whose members act in an unsafe manner, flaunt the navigation rules or through their actions bring the Region into disrepute.

· The grievance procedure is initiated at Regional level and if not resolved goes to National level.

Support Materials For Visitors
· The ARA and TRC can work together to produce suitable materials for rowing clubs both printed and on the websites.

· It would be useful for the PLA to be party to this development in also producing materials for visiting powered craft.

Seminars and Training Workshops
· The ARA is in a position to support TRC initiatives with materials, presentations and instructors.

Water Safety Code
· The Code & Guidance could be updated e.g. visiting clubs required to boat from a host club and follow its safety rules, hazard warnings etc. 

Stuart Ward  -  ARA Hon Water Safety Adviser
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