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Monday 15th April 2002

BRITISH UNIVERSITIES HALIFAX ROWING REGATTA:  27 - 28 APRIL 2002

NATIONAL WATER SPORTS CENTRE, NOTTINGHAM

Halifax and BUSA would like to invite the media to join them in the Foreman Hardy Lounge at Holme Pierrepont for the second day of the BUSA Halifax Rowing Regatta on Sunday 28th April from 9.00am.  Refreshments will be provided throughout the day, and lunch will be served at 12.30pm.  We look forward to seeing you there.

Last year a staggering 501 crews, a total of 2,370 rowers from 55 universities across the country entered in the 28 British Universities Halifax rowing competitions.  The competition has grown dramatically over the last decade, it used to be a two-hour a slot hosted by Nottingham City Regatta, it is now a two-day regatta with over 20 hours of competition in 34 events.  This year BUSA and The Halifax are hoping that a record number university crews will participate in the regatta in two weeks time.

Crews in BUSA Halifax Rowing Regatta will be competing at all levels, from Novice to Junior and up to Championship level.  The top three crews in all of the 34 events at the British Universities Halifax Rowing Regatta collect points, and leading Universities will be battling it out for the Victor Ludorum, awarded to the University with the most points accumulated over the two days – the overall winner of the British Universities Halifax Rowing Regatta.  Winner of last year’s Victor Ludorum, home team Nottingham, will be looking to defend its title against rivals Oxford Brookes, Durham, Reading, Imperial College and Bristol, as well as strong teams from Oxford and Cambridge.

The prestigious ‘blue riband’ championship events of the BUSA Halifax Rowing Regatta were fiercely contested last year, bringing a high calibre of rowing to Nottingham.  This year’s regatta will again see World University Champions and Medallists and members of the Great British Olympic Squad competing ahead of The Festival of Rowing between 16 – 24 August 2002, which incorporates the Commonwealth Championships and the World University Championships.  Twenty-four countries have already entered the World University Championships, from Australia to the Unites States and Guinea Equatorial.  Further details on this event can be obtained from http://www.festivalofrowing.co.uk/
The Regatta commences at 8.00 a.m. on Saturday 27th April at The National Water Sports Centre (NWSC) at Holme Pierrepont, just three miles from Nottingham on the River Trent.  The NWSC offers some of the most comprehensive water sports facilities in the world, with its exceptional 2000 metre regatta lake, it is an ideal and natural training ground for this country's leading oarsmen and women.

The programme for the BUSA Halifax Rowing Regatta is spread over the weekend.  The finals (and heats where appropriate) will be run in the following order:

Saturday 27th April
MC4x, JM2-, CW1x, WC4-, WC4+, JW1x, CM2-, MJ8, LM1x, MN4+, WN8, LW2-, WN1x, WJ4+, WC2x, LM2x, MC8

Sunday 28th April
CW4x, JW2-, CM1x, MC4-, MC4+, JM1x, CW2-, WJ8, LW1x, WN4+, MN8, LM2-, MN1x, MJ4+, MC2x, LW2x, WC8

Draw details should be available on the Rowing Service website hosted by Rachel Quarrell from Thursday 18th April 2002:  http://www.users.ox.ac.uk/~quarrell/new.html
If you would like any further information, please contact:

Juliet Marshall, PR Manager, Sponsorship Consulting


Mairi Irvine, PR Administrator, BUSA

juliet.marshall@sponsorshipconsulting.co.uk



mairi@busa.org.uk
Tel: 0207 582 0994 Fax: 0207 587 1277



Tel: 0207 357 8555 Fax: 0207 403 0127

Notes to Editors:  Halifax plc title sponsorship of the British Universities Sports Association.
“Always giving you extra” is as much a part of the Halifax sponsorship policy as it is everything else we do. Through our partnership with BUSA we can help provide opportunities for students to take part in sport at whatever level they choose.  This is the sixth year of the sponsorship, and since September 1996 Halifax and BUSA have worked closely together to create sporting opportunities for 200,000 sport-playing students at over 145 member universities throughout the country.
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