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PRESS RELEASE

ENGLAND GAINS OFFICIAL INDOOR ROWING CHAMPIONSHIP
Indoor rowing will have an official English Championship for the first time this winter, Concept 2 has announced.

The organisers of the phenomenally successful British Indoor Rowing Championships this week revealed the schedule for the new indoor rowing season with a new English Championship event in Manchester on Sunday, January 29th which will sit neatly alongside other Home Countries events in Glasgow, Dublin and Cardiff.
The new race will take place at the Manchester Velodrome, well known to indoor rowing enthusiasts as the venue for previous indoor rowing Grand Prix events. 
“With almost 3,000 athletes entering the annual British Championship at Birmingham in November, and with hundreds regularly taking part in Rowathlons and other unofficial events, the sport continues to grow,” explained John Wilson of Concept 2.
“It seems a completely appropriate step to initiate an English Championship. We now have a schedule that includes a championship event in a major city in each home country endorsed by the appropriate national governing body for rowing. We believe that is the best way to continue to move the sport forward and to make high profile races as accessible to as many as we can.”
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The British Indoor Rowing Championship will take place on November 20th followed by the European Championship in Copenhagen, with the Welsh, Irish, English and Scottish Championship races completing the season and giving enthusiasts from all over the country the chance to win a home countries national title. The indoor rowing season then climaxes with the World Indoor Rowing Championship which will again take place in Boston, USA on a date yet to be confirmed.
The full official 2005/2006 Indoor Rowing calendar is as follows:

Concept 2 British Rowathlon Series
	Date
	Title
	Location

	24/07/05
	Rowathlon Series, Round 1
	Castle Combe race circuit, Wiltshire

	14/08/05
	Rowathlon Series, Round 2
	Castle Combe race circuit, Wiltshire

	10/09/05
	Rowathlon Series, Round 3
	Reading, Palmer Park Stadium

	25/09/05
	Rowathlon Series, Round 4
	Thruxton race circuit, Hampshire

	02/10/05
	Rowathlon Series, Round 5
	Marlow Rowing Club, Bucks.


National and International Indoor Rowing championships

	Date
	Event
	Location

	20/11/05
	British IRC
	National Indoor Arena, Birmingham

	03/12/05
	European Open
	Copenhagen, Denmark

	04/12/05
	Welsh IRC
	Channel View Centre, Grangetown, Cardiff

	11/12/05
	Irish IRC
	University College, Dublin

	29/01/06
	English IRC
	Manchester Velodrome

	05/02/06
	Scottish IRC
	Glasgow, Venue TBC

	Date TBC
	World IRC
	Boston, USA Venue TBC
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