Press Release

River & Rowing Museum announces extensive refurbishment of its Rowing Gallery

The River & Rowing Museum in Henley on Thames has announced plans to enhance and update its Rowing Gallery to reflect recent developments in the sport and to inspire the next generation of Olympians. The extensive refurbishment will be completed in time for the World Rowing Championships to be held at Dorney Lake, near Windsor, in 2006.

The Museum is keen to involve the widest possible range of people in the redisplay project, and in particular to hear from those with artefacts, images or information which may be suitable for inclusion in the new gallery. If you have ideas or suggestions, or wish to be involved in any way, please contact Michael Rowe or Chris Dodd at the Museum (contact details below).

The Rowing Gallery, located on the first floor of the award winning Museum building, bears the name of Mr Urs Schwarzenbach, the patron who initially donated money towards the gallery over seven years ago. Mr Schwarzenbach has now confirmed that he will make a substantial sum available for the refurbishment of the gallery over the next eighteen months.

Paul Mainds, Chief Executive of the River & Rowing Museum comments:
"Although we will be seeking other contributions, this generous gift has enabled us to make definite plans. We will be introducing significant new displays, a lot more audio-visual material so that visitors can see and hear famous races, new interactive elements and of course more objects, many of which have been donated in the six years since the Museum opened. The new gallery will enable people to experience the sport and understand what it's like to compete on the water."

"Each year we receive more visitors to the Museum. We received 91,000 visitors in the year to March 2005, which is a record. We believe figures will be further increased following the re-opening of the upgraded gallery."

Detailed plans for the refurbishment will be announced in the summer of 2005. The gallery will close in January 2006 and re-open to visitors in May 2006.

-Ends-

Contact details:

Michael Rowe, Curator & Collections Manager, 01491 415643  michael.rowe@rrm.co.uk
Chris Dodd, Consultant rowing historian, 01491 415616  chris.dodd@rrm.co.uk 

Images of the Museum building, the Rowing Gallery and artists impressions of the redisplay are available on request.

About the River & Rowing Museum
· The Museum celebrates three themes: the past, present and future of the River Thames, the historic riverside community of Henley-on-Thames and the international sport of rowing.  

· Since it opened to the public in August 1998, the Museum has received numerous awards for its design and architecture, including the National Heritage/NPI Museum of the Year award.  

· The Museum is also a recognised centre for the arts and has hosted a number of high profile art exhibitions as part of its ongoing programme of special exhibitions and related talks. 

· The Museum, Riverside Café and shop is open daily from 10am until 5pm (5.30pm between May and August).  

· Admission prices for Wind in the Willows including the Galleries: £6 for adults, £4 for children and £5 for senior citizens and concessions.  

· Admission prices for the Museum Galleries: £3 for adults, £2 for children and £2.50 for senior citizens and concessions.

· Free parking is available for visitors. 

· More information can be obtained by calling 01491 415600 or by visiting the Museum’s website at www.rrm.co.uk
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