TIDEWAY STEERING AND HAZARDS


1. .
Moving upstream against the tide.


At High Tide

1. 
· From Putney up, if rowers keep to the north side there are vertical banks from Putney Railway Bridge to Dukes Meadows. There are also two piers and an island. If someone falls in or has any kind of emergency, the vertical banks make self help or help from the bank practically impossible. Wash from powered craft also bounces off the bank. The closer the rowing craft is to the vertical bank, the greater the effect. This in itself increases hazards for rowing craft.

· There is also the hazard of being swept on to Hammersmith Pier, Chiswick Pier and the moored boats above the pier.

· Above Chiswick Bridge, as far as Syon Park, the banks are again, mostly vertical.

2. 
· Below Kew Railway Bridge there is a disused pier and disused piles. At the bridge there is a very strong current which comes from behind Oliver's Eyot, meeting he main channel at an angle of about 15(. This will push craft into the path of craft passing downstream. (This is the river trying to take its old natural course which was to the north of Oliver's Eyot.

· There is a strong current coming off the upstream end of Oliver's Eyot which will push craft into the path of craft passing downstream.

· Weak or inexperienced rowers are likely to be swept towards the moorings above Oliver's Eyot.

· Passing upstream through the centre arch of Kew Bridge will cause more congestion at what is already a pinch point. 

3. 
· There is a strong current swirling around the downstream end of Brentford Eyot which is likely to catch weaker or inexperienced rowers.

· Along Brentford Eyot the stream pushes craft towards the bank, which is vertical, and as it is an island, there is no point of rescue. There are also overhanging trees which could create hazards.

4. 
· The stream from the upstream end of Brentford Dock moves towards the north bank carrying craft which would be moving upstream. This is because Brentford Docks were built out into the river and the river is trying to return to its old natural course, which largely went north of Brentford Eyot. (Brentford Eyot is in Surrey).

5. 
· Along Syon Reach, there is no possibility of rescue from the north bank as the bank is an inaccessible flood plain.

6. 
· At Isleworth the stream sweeps off Isleworth Eyot very strongly, making it very difficult to steer round the bend. The bank of the island is vertical, and craft must pass over the sewage outfalls from Mogden, which are often very turbulent.

1. 
At Low Tide

· The difficulty of rescue from the north bank still applies.
· From Fulham Football ground to just above Hammersmith Bridge there is a series of "flats" which give a likelihood of grounding.
· Crews would be closer to craft passing downstream than they are if they are close to the bank.
· At Chiswick Eyot, around to above Chiswick Pier, crews would be closer to craft moving downstream than if they were on the south bank.

2. 
· From the Crossing to Chiswick Bridge the north bank is the safest way.

· Above Chiswick Bridge there are"flats" which give a likelihood of grounding.

3. 
· At Kew Railway Bridge rowing craft would have to pass through the main channel arch, through which craft moving downstream would also pass. This would be very hazardous.

4. 
· At very low tide there is a shoal off Brentford Dock

5. 
· Passing along Syon Reach and around the Isleworth there is a series of "flats" which give a likelihood of grounding.

6. 
· The situation along Isleworth Eyot is similar to High Tide, with the additional problem of craft being closer to craft moving downstream.

7. 
· Above the Eyot, the deepwater channel from Richmond Lock passes from the lock to the north side of the river so rowers would be directly in the path of larger craft moving down from the lock.

· On the north bank the river is very shallow from above the marina to the half lock.




2. 
Moving Downstream Against the Tide

5. 
At High Tide

· Keeping to the south bank is sensible from Richmond to Chiswick Bridge.

6. 
· Below Chiswick, as far as Profit Dock, it would be possible to keep to the south bank, but less easy to steer.

7. 
· Below the crossing it is the only safe option to use the Surrey bank as far as Putney.


At Low Tide

1. 
· Keeping to the south bank is sensible from Richmond to Chiswick Bridge.

2. 
· Below Chiswick Bridge there is a series of "flats" in the area of the brewery and Bull's Alley.

3. 
· The south arch of Barnes Bridge is too shallow to use at low tide, forcing crews to use the centre arch.

4. 
· There are storm water outfalls from Beverley Brook above the White Hart Pub and just above Barnes Bridge which can cause severe turbulence after rainfall.

5. 
· From the bridge down to the Crossing, especially in the area of Profit Dock there are extensive shallows, which would force crews into the main navigation channel.

6. 
· From the Crossing down to Putney it is sensible to remain on the south bank.


· 


Pinch Points


Putney:

The moored boats and the pier can cause problems. On the ebb, if crews boat and move upstream on the south bank there is no problem. If they have to cross to the north bank when will they do it? Will they boat, keeping to the starboard hand rule, passing inside the moored boats with the stream, moving out between the moored boats and the pier, then turning into the middle of the river and moving to the north bank? This is a very dangerous manoeuvre.

If they are allowed to boat and move up on the south bank, where will they cross to the north bank? Crossing above the Black Buoy, blindly into the channel will be a very dangerous manoeuvre.


Hammersmith

At low tide this area will always need care. Keeping to the north bank will not make more room, it must be remembered that the river is narrowed here for a very small proportion of the day, and only if there is a particularly low tide.


Kew Bridge

Visibility is the problem at the bridge especially when moving downstream. Moving upstream on the ebb it is safest to be out of the way on the south bank. There are sometimes large craft moored at the pier which are difficult to get round. As long as everyone is careful and aware of other river users, that include gin palaces towards us, the present practice works.


Crossings:

· The crossing at Corney Reach is sensible and safe.

· The crossing below Chiswick Bridge is debatable. Crews wishing to cross have poor visibility of craft coming down through Chiswick Bridge. There is also confusion caused by crews returning to the boathouse at the bridge, stopping and turning into the side. Many crews from the boathouses on the north back across to the south bank above the bridge. The crossing area is therefore extended from below the Ship In to above Chiswick Marina - a distance of 500m. At very low tide there can be congestion at the north arch of the bridge, but at least the crossing point above the bridge was clear, short & had good visibility.

· The crossing at Isleworth reach in use since 1993 just puts craft into a less safe position than they were in on the south bank.

· The crossing at Putney seems to work.
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