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SUCCESS AT WOMENS HENLEY AND HENLEY ROYAL REGATTA

In Cricket it is The Ashes 

In Tennis it is Wimbledon 

In Rowing it is Henley Royal Regatta 

With its peculiar brand of nepotism, near-idyllic situation on the Thames as it carves between Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Oxfordshire and ruthless head-to-head racing over 1 mile 550yards Henley is the highest accolade. Whether you are sitting on the bank at the start captivated as two National 1st VIIIs accelerate from standing to 15mph in three strokes, or enjoying refreshments in the celebrity-strewn Steward's Enclosure, or going through the toughest physical test known to man Henley Royal Regatta is dream material in rowing circles. 

Amongst the crews who have qualified directly and indirectly this year feature two quadruple sculls boats representing Wycliffe College and Sculling Centre both of which will be racing on Thursday in the nail-biting first round of the Fawley Challenge Cup - one of only two schoolboy events, the other being for sweep oar eights. To have reached this level of competition is an accomplishment in itself. And now the two crews are looking to gain as much last minute boat speed as possible ahead of a race that will likely be engrained in their memories for many years after. 

These are the crews, one of which is a composite and saw off a minimum of fifteen other crews in their successful route through direct qualification: 

Wycliffe Sculling Centre, Hereford Rowing Club, Monmouth Rowing Club

Bow Matt Stott (steersman) 

2 John Greenhouse

3 Andrew Haines 

Stroke Josh Warner 

Wycliffe Sculling Centre 

Bow Philip Frey (steersman) 

2 Dominic Ashworth 

3 Alex Edwards-Smith 

Stroke Will Griffith 

The draw, programme of racing and additional material for this five day event is available at www.hrr.co.uk 

The success of the boys follows hot on the heels of Fern Cotterill winning Womens Henley in the junior single sculls event, she was not challenged in any of the rounds and eventually won by 3 lengths.  Whilst the boys are at Henley Royal Regatta Fern will be at GB trials racing for a place in the Junior World Championship team in her single scull.  If she is successful this will be the first ever representation of Wycliffe at the Junior Worlds.

James McKenzie - Rowing / MFL 
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