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Salford rowers triumph in record win over Olympians
Monday 6th February 2006
Salford Quays-based Agecroft Rowing Club set a new course record in a convincing win at Peterborough’s Head of the Nene Race on Saturday 4th February.

The men’s first eight outclassed competition from across the country, including Star Club with veteran Olympians Kevin Armstrong and Pete Mulkerrins in their crew, plus some of the best boats from Oxford, Nottingham and London.
The Agecroft RC crew completed the 5000 metre course in just 14 minutes and 7 seconds – 12 seconds ahead of Imperial College Boat Club and 30 seconds ahead of Star, beating the previous course record of 14.34 set by Imperial College in 1997.
The Peterborough race marks the start of the eights season racing for Agecroft RC, with men’s and women’s crews from novice through to elite expected to perform well at Head competitions including Nottingham, Chester and London. 

Club Captain and Coach Denis O’Neil said:

“This is exactly the start to the season that we wanted. The crew has been training hard for up to11 sessions per week all winter and the victory at the weekend is testament to the commitment and talent we have at the club.”

“Although we were all pleased with beating the course record, we were out training the next morning on the Irwell and the whole squad is back to work focussing on the races ahead – particularly the Head of the River Race in London on March 25th.”

For more information contact Agecroft RC Press Officer Jordan Russell on 07736044486 or email jordan@noo.co.uk. Photos and photo opportunities available on request.

Ends

Notes to editors:

( The winning crew members were Matt Vickers, James Benson, Mark Parsons, Justin Woolley, Tom Dawson, Jon Beresford, Ben Sullivan, stroke Simon Charles and cox Andrea Scott.

( Agecroft Rowing Club was founded in October 1861, making it one of the oldest open membership rowing clubs in the world.

( Agecroft Rowing Club has a diverse membership of around120 from beginner right through to semi-professional.
( The club is host to World Class Start; a national talent identification programme, that’s vision is to build the future of British international rowing by identifying and developing potential Olympians. 

( The club strives for success at all levels with nearly 100 wins every year. The club consistently performs to the highest standard at the key events in the sport, from the upper Thames at Henley Regatta to the Irwell in Salford.
( Since March 2004 Agecroft has been based at a £1million Sport England-funded boathouse at Salford Quays – where the Club had been based140 years previously!
( For more information on Agecroft’s long history, see www.agecroftrc.org.uk 
