AUSSIES GIVE 100 PER CENT TO RE-WRITE HISTORY   

The Australian rowers have arrived in the UK determined to re-write history in Saturday’s re-run of the Sydney Olympics coxless fours race when Sir Steve Redgrave won his 5th Gold Medal  

The National Lottery Legends Sprint takes place at Dorney Lake, Eton on Saturday to raise money for the World Food Programme with Redgrave, Pinsent, Cracknell and Foster taking on four of the original teams from Sydney.   

But while the Italians, New Zealanders and Slovenians don’t arrive until today (Friday) the Australians flew in on Monday and are already training hard.

They returned from training at Dorney Lake confident they can win on Saturday.

Brothers Geoff and James Stewart and Ben Dodwell competed in Sydney and they have been joined by Jamie Fernandez who replaces Bo Hanson whose wife is having a baby. 

The Aussie four certainly don’t intend to let the Brits beat them this time. 

James Stewart said: “Training went well and we were really pleased with our boat. It may be a fun event for charity but we take any race seriously and we are giving 100 per cent for this. 

“We are all still competing at the top level and the shorter distance this time will suit us more than Britain. There are differences between this race and the one in Sydney but it is still our chance to re-write history.

“It will be close, very close, but I think it’s between the top three teams from Sydney, Australia, Italy and Great Britain.   

Sir Steve Redgrave had hoped the GB team would have the advantage because they started training at Henley last week. 

But the Australians will get in at least as much training before the big race which is sponsored by the National Lottery and is screened live on BBC on Saturday just after midday. 

More than 5000 people will pack into the venue for the sprint which is part of the schedule for final day of the Rowing World Cup    

Ends

Note to editors

Donations to The National Lottery Legends Sprint can be made now by logging on to www.steveredgrave.com, by calling 0870 756 7979 or texting the word DONATE to 81333.
There will also be the opportunity for those attending the Rowing World Cup to make donations on the day.
The National Lottery Legends Sprint takes place on Saturday 28th May at 12.20 at the Rowing World Cup, Dorney Lake, Eton. It will be broadcast live on BBC Grandstand.

Please call Malcolm Munro 07850 775657   

