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 CONTACT:     Chris Price - 07833591773

chris@doverrowingclub.co.uk

PRESS RELEASE

20th September 2005 

DOVER ROWING CLUB BREAK ROWING RECORDS!

A historic day in Dover Rowing Club's history took place yesterday (Monday) as four crews took to the waters of the English Channel.  The row was organised to raise funds for both the Royal National Lifeboat Instituion and Dover Rowing Club.  Two quads and two coxed fours made the long 21 mile journey from Shakespeare Beach, Dover to Sangatte, France.  The rowers and supporters eagerly awaited the best weather as they were already into day 4 of their 7 day window in which they had booked to complete the crossing.  The Channel row has been completed nearly 20 times since its heyday in the 60s.  The last bid was in June 2005 by 5 men's crew's and 1 female crew from the Oxford and Cambridge Rowing Club's. Other clubs that have since completed this epic journey are Deal RC, Folkestone RC, Jersey RC and Dittons Skiff and Punt Club.  The crews will be crossing the busiest shipping lanes in the world. After many long training sessions spent on both the rowing machine and on the water it was finally time to put it all into practice for the real thing.  Never before has a quad ever rowed the channel, so not only will it hold the record for the fastest quad, but would also have the potential to grab the world record for the fastest ever England to France channel crossing in a rowing boat.  After getting the boats set up, it was time to go as all the crews were lined up and the signal was given to start.  The first Quad consisting of Lee Stampton, Andy Bryant, Steve Tupper, Victor Evans and Josh Stevenson (cox) looked by far the trend setters for the whole event as they went out of sight out in the channel.  Another race took place along the way between the two coxed fours, hot on each others tails all the way to France.  The 2nd Quad of Reg Kent, Gary Cairns, Liam Cairns, Aaron Kent and Jack Bryant (cox) held their position in 2nd.   ON the beach of Sangatte, the first crew on the horizon were the Quad  of Lee, Victor, Andy, Steve and Josh. who came in at a storming 2hrs 41mins 45secs. An amazing time and a fantastic row by all four who have put in alot of hard work before hand to make sure their row would be a success. This is soon to be verified by the Guinness Book of World Records as the new world record for the fastest channel crossing.  The record is currently set at 2hrs 42mins 30secs, held by Dittons Skiff and Punting Club who made the attempt in a 6 man skiff back in May 1996.  If the time stands then the club would broken it by 45seconds.  A truly remarkable result!  The other crews was not far behind with the second Quad coming in 2nd in a time of 2hrs 55mins with the 2 coxed fours coming in at a time of 3hrs 4mins with literally seconds separating them both. Well done to the crew of James Downer, Mark Simmons, Jim Seath, Matt Prosser and Charlotte Bailey (cox) for not only making it across in a good time but for also being the youngest crew to ever do the row.  Also a big well done to the second coxed four of Nick Bailey, Keith Thomasson, Steve Woods, Chris Price and Laura Thomasson (cox).  Everyone taking part described the row as the most painful and hardest row of the their life with others displaying their sun burns and blisters from the days hard work.  It was then that the rowers made their way back to Dover after a day which they'll remember for the rest of their lives.  The Club would like to thank Lee Stampton for putting in all the hard work to organise the event, to Mark Whiteman for kindly towing the trailer to and from France, Jacky Silk and Matt West for accompanying the crews on the Pilot boats and in addition huge thanks go to P&O Ferries for sponsoring their return travel and to all other Clubs supporters.

If you would like any further information on Dover Rowing Club’s Channel Crossing – please contact the  DRC Press Officer – Chris Price on 07833591773.
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Kate Snape – Club Captain

67 Canute Road, Deal, Kent. CT14 6QX

Tel:  07974267291 E: missksnape@yahoo.com.au
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