GENTLY DOWN THE STREAM!
GUERNSEY HOSTS WORLD & BRITISH COASTAL ROWING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2006

Watch competitors row, row, row their boats in Guernsey this September when the island hosts the 2006 World Coastal Rowing Championships.

This is the first time the event has been held outside Europe. Not only has Guernsey been awarded the honour of hosting the World event, the island is also hosting the British Coastal Rowing Championships on the same weekend, 2-3rd September 2006.

VisitGuernsey Chief Executive Stuart Pinnell comments: ‘Guernsey has always been a nation of watersports lovers and we have bred some good sportspeople. We feel it is fitting that these two major rowing events are hosted here, especially as we have a ruggedly beautiful coastline around which to row! We welcome all competitors and will give them and their guests a taste of Guernsey hospitality’.

Guernsey has a history of rowing success. Local rowers have travelled away from the island at their own expense to take part in rowing events so it is fitting that rowing now comes to Guernsey. In 2004 12 Guernsey rowers took part in the Grande Motte in France. The competition was international and included 50 teams from nine countries. Guernsey crews took silver and gold in the men’s and ladies’ classes respectively.
The organisers also hope to attract international teams to the World Coastal Rowing Championships. Tim Prout, Guernsey Rowing Club Vice-Captain says: ‘We have already had interest from Wales, Ireland and England and should
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 Expect a  strong presence from Jersey and France. At the recent 2005 World Championships in Italy, participants as far as New Zealand and Canada competed; it is our aim to encourage as many overseas rowers as possible to attend this event’.

The races are two days long and will centre around Havelet Bay. The course will be 12km for male competitors and 8km for female teams. 

Guernsey Rowing Club is no stranger to managing rowing events. Their annual Little Russel Weekend has been run successfully for over 14 years and has seen participants from Germany, Holland, France and the UK visit the island and compete in local waters.

More information from VisitGuernsey on www.visitguernsey.com 

or 01481 723552
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