                PROPOSAL TO CHANGE STATUS SYSTEM

1. PROBLEM

             The present system does not encourage rowers to elevate their status.

The best racing is at Senior three level where frequently many crews will compete and only one will gain one point. By slight crew changes the crew can often race a season without going up a status. This is compounded by Student crews in large numbers starting their rowing careers. It is rumoured that crews have reneged on a final to avoid winning a point.

The same Novice crew can win their event at every Head mocking the concept of novice.

2. PRINCIPLES

            To promote competitive racing, crews should be elevated until they race against crews of equivalent standing. 

            To recognise top club athletes as Elite. Under the present system very few Rowers reach Elite standard.

            To recognise that Regattas and Races are not equal. To prevent good rowers remaining at a lower level by only winning non-qualifying events.

            To prevent high quality rowers winning low status sculling events.

            To enable lapsed returners and Veterans to row at a lower status than their original best.  

3. PROPOSAL

            The present status levels should remain but with an increase in point numbers.

                        Novice                   No win

                                Senior 4                0-4 points

                        Senior 3                4-10 points

                        Senior 2                10-20 points

                        Senior 1                20-30 points

                        Elite                      30+ points

      Crews would be required to make an average of their total points to enter an appropriate event,  as opposed to the present system of a crew total. Therefore if e.g.  a Senior 1 crew of ave. 21 points beat a crew  of ave. 27 points but was beaten in a following race, they could take a positive from an otherwise unsuccessful day.  

Special events altering status

         All Senior and under 23 Internationals inc Foreign Athletes would be Elite.

         Oxford & Cambridge Blues, Isis & Goldie  to be Elite. Other University Crews to grade their Boat Races according to perceived prestige.

         All Henley winners to be Elite.

         All National Senior Trials entrants to be Elite.

         All Senior National Champions should be Elite

In principle Senior 1 should be the level of Thames/Wyfold entrants or Intermediate entrant at HWR.

POINT ALLOCATION

         Each Regatta committee to decide on appropriate point allocation for each event.

         e.g.  Metropolitan, Marlow winners should be elevated to the status above by winning Ten points.

         e.g.  Senior 3 2o winning a 2 entry final at a small regatta should be awarded one point.

         Each regatta committee could grade the event on its perceived National importance and adjust the point allocation accordingly.

         A suggestion would be to grade one point per boat beaten on the way to winning an event. So if five races are undertaken in an event such as at Bedford regatta, five points would be awarded to the winners. If eight crews are beaten such as at Peterborough or Nottingham, Eight points should be awarded.

        The point allocation could be posted with the regatta draw.

HEAD RACES

           In principal, Head races should be pointed. Most big Head races now come with photos and competitors are identifiable. As above Head organisers could allocate points according to perceived prestige.  Winners of the 2o. 4o.8o. Heads on the Tideway should be Ten pointers.   

REGRESSION

           Everybody should lose one point per year. 

SCULLING AND ROWING

            Sculling and Rowing points should be amalgamated. Novice level would remain separate.

A rower who is good enough to win Novice sculls would rapidly  reach his rowing standard as a sculler. The majority of rowers start off in  playboats or Mondegos nowadays.

OARA

         The National point register would be maintained by OARA. Local organisers would be responsible for the notification of all wins and the updating of the racing licences. 

JUNIORS & VETERANS

        Senior status would remain separate from Junior and Veteran events.

If Juniors or Veterans win Senior events, they would then obtain Senior status as above. Older veterans would be able to row at low senior levels by means of the annual regression.

LIGHTWEIGHTS

        The point allocation for these events would be at the discretion of the organising committee. 
SUMMARY

        By raising the number of points to 30 the price of each point would be more than halved. Regattas would be graded by their committees and points awarded accordingly. Crews would choose the level of competition they wished 

and win points to raise their status.  

Matt Stallard

6th. August 2007          
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